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Italy, if he wishes to preserve the regime he
represents.
But setting aside these anomalies, it will be seen
that in this early declaration Franco committed
himself only to certain generalisations. Even the
most recent official pronouncements do not add
sufficient detail to indicate the exact way in which
the high-sounding principles are going to be put
into practice in the Spain which Nationalism
ultimately envisages. Put Franco's programme to
the test of an English election platform and in
ten minutes the hecklers would show that beneath
the vague alluring promises no substantial
programme exists.
But Spain is not England and it must at all times
be remembered that Spain is still at war. Under a
regime of universal control it may be hard to discover
what is really going on, but it must be admitted that
such control gives to any State a maximum of
efficiency in pursuing its specifically determined
end. The first end of Spanish Nationalism is to win
its war. While Franco lays claim to humanitarian
motives, it is known only too well that he does not
scruple io bomb the civil populations of Govern-
ment Spain, when to do so aids his purpose of
" stamping out Communism/' The same unscnipu-
lonsness is evident within Nationalist territory in
dealing with anybody who puts the least obstacle in
the way of Franco's plans. The case of Hedilla,
successor to Primo de Rivera as leader of the
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